Moffatt-Ladd House & Garden
a National Historic Landmark
&
A Part of Portsmouth’s History of Those Enslaved

Telling the Whole Story

The Story Line:
Portsmouth Est. 1623
Moffatt-Ladd House Built 1763

Katherine Moffatt Whipple

Samuel Moffatt - brother

Portsmouth, New Hampshire 1779 The Petition of Freedom made by 20 enslaved men
New Hampshire 1857
All men shall be born free, no matter their skin color.
New Hampshire 1865
ALL men shall be free men.

• The first African enslaved arrived in Portsmouth New Hampshire from Guinea, by way of
Boston as the property of a Mr. Williams of Piscataqua in 1645.
• The slave merchants were soon ordered by the general court to return the African to his
home in Guinea – not because they’d enslaved him. That was legal. The order was issued
because they’d violated the Sabbath by capturing him in Guinea on a Sunday.
• By the early 18th century, the wills and inventories of several prominent Families in
Portsmouth included Slaves.
•

By the American Revolution, there were close to 700 blacks in New Hampshire. These
Africans were here not only due to the Northern Slave Market but also as part of a small
free society.

• The Moffatt and the Whipple Families were owners of enslaved Africans.

Grandeur was built by those men enslaved and those men
free. It was built using the wealth that merchants
accumulated through shipping and the slave trade.

Of those who lived at the Moffatt
Ladd House, John Moffatt is
associated with at least one slave
trading voyage. His Snow, the
Exeter, was outfitted for the
“Guinea Trade”. In his cargo,
returning from Africa, were
listed 56 men, women and
children.
Samuel Moffatt owned with
George Meserve & Peter Livius
at least one slave trading ship,
the Triton. The Triton was lost
at sea in a slave trading voyage
in 1766-67.
When William Whipple, signer of
the Declaration of Independence,
married Katherine Moffatt in
1771, he moved into the Moffatt
House. He brought with him his
enslaved servant, Prince Whipple.

William Whipple & his
brother, Joseph Whipple
owned the slave ship,
Black Pearl .
The Black Pearl left for
West Africa in 1764.
186 men, women and
children were loaded as
cargo in West Africa.
145 enslaved people were
sold in Barbados and
South Carolina.
The remaining 41
enslaved people either
perished at sea or were
brought to Portsmouth.

It’s believed that Prince Whipple, the enslaved
servant of William Whipple and Caffee Whipple,
the enslaved servant of Joseph Whipple, William
Whipple’s brother, were both transported to
Portsmouth on the Black Pearl in 1764.

Winter was a cold mean brutal time of the year.
Often with snow measured in feet, not inches. For
an enslaved African having arrived from
subsaharien climates, the winters of Portsmouth
must have been truly horrific.

The cold of winter gives way

To the heat of Summer.

•

An enslaved African servant in 18th century Portsmouth would have faced working in freezing
cold and brutal heat.

• In the Moffatt-Ladd House an enslaved person would have had a rolled up mat to sleep on. In
the case of Winsor Moffatt the enslaved servant of John Moffatt, Winsor would sleep directly
outside John Moffatt’s door.
• In the Moffatt-Ladd House, the servant’s room was on the third floor for free servants.
Enslaved servants would sleep on any available floor – likely in the kitchen.

The empowerment of a petition in 1779.

Although the American Revolution was used as an
excuse to ignore the petition, for the enslaved signers
& the Black Community at large in Portsmouth, it
was an empowering event.

The Petition Of Freedom
Portsmouth, New Hampshire
November 12, 1779
Signed by 20 Enslaved African Men
living in New Hampshire.
The petition is said to be possibly
written by
Prince Whipple, enslaved servant of
William Whipple.

• In 1781, Prince Whipple was made a freeman in
the town of Portsmouth.
• Prince Whipple was then paid a wage by
William Whipple.
• The manumission papers for Prince Whipple
were signed by William Whipple in 1784.

The Moffatt-Ladd House & Garden
2020
The historic property of
The National Society of the Colonial Dames of America
In the state of New Hampshire

The house an Historic Landmark, once the home of a Signer of the
Declaration of Independence who was also an owner of enslaved
Africans. He also owned a slave ship that provided him with large
profits through the slave trade.

• At the Moffatt-Ladd House all guides are asked to explain the history of the house as it pertains to
the enslaved servants in a straight forward, honest and open manner.
• We can not change the history of Black Portsmouth, we can portray it in such a manner as to educate
those interested guests in the vital contributions that enslaved servants made to the running of the
house day and night.
• Our guides start the tour in the kitchen and intertwine the lives of those free and those enslaved.
• We focus our school program for high school students on the Petition of Freedom because it was
empowering for those men who signed it.
• Our Teacher workshop funded by our IMLS grant & the NH Charitable Foundation is based on the
same topic – The Petition of Freedom.
• All guides receive extensive instruction from the Director on discussing with guests the topic of
Enslaved People at the Moffatt-Ladd House.
• We work closely with the organizers of Black Heritage Trail as a contributing location on the trail.

The Piscataqua River provides for a living today as it did 350 years ago as a
busy deep water port. This same port allowed for the passage of ships carrying
enslaved human cargo.

• Portsmouth today, has a Black Heritage Trail,
important to the history of Black Portsmouth.
• The African Burying Ground in downtown
Portsmouth has a memorial with those once
buried there now properly re-interred.

Point of Graves

• As a seafaring City drawing heavily from
tourism, Portsmouth embraces being known as
an Open Door City, accepting of all people.
• Portsmouth has a vital and vested Black
Community – both young and old.
• The NSCDA-NH recognizes that it is an
honor to play a part in protecting the true
history of those once enslaved in Portsmouth.

William Whipple’s
Horse Chestnut Tree
Planted by William Whipple
From Seed.

This tree still exists today as a
cherished example of living history.

As we weave together the past, the
present and the future to represent all
who have been a part of the MoffattLadd House, we understand the need
to interpret our history. To celebrate
our history. And to advance fearlessly
into the future through the careful use
of multidisciplinary tools.

We the people,” what does it mean?
Have you seen us? We’re not included and that is a fact
So, we sit down writing this petition
To fix the situation we live
Given life and freedom from the God of Nature
“Freedom was right to human species” they claimed.
Ignorance and brutish violence we endured
So, here we are, making sure all freedom is secured.We

An excerpt from a play written by Portsmouth High School Students about Prince Whipple and other
enslaved signers of the Petition of Freedom.

The 20 Petitioners

Sinica Hall
Pharaoh Rogers
Peter Warner
Romeo Rindge
Calo Warner
Cato Newmarch
Pharaoh Shores
Cifar Gerrish
Winsor Moffatt
Zebulon Gardner
Garrett Callon
Quam Sherburne
Kittindge Tuckerman Samuel Wentworth
Peter Frost
Will Clarkson
Prince Whipple
Jack Odiorne
Nero Brewster
Cifris Hubbard

Six of the enslaved signers
of The Petition of Freedom
were eventually freed by their
owners.

Two hundred sixty four years
later in 2013, the Governor of New
Hampshire freed the remaining
fourteen signers of the Petition of
freedom posthumously.

Burial Vault Lid
African Burying Ground Beneath Chestnut Street, Portsmouth
The Adinkra figure “Sankofa” meaning
“Return and Get It - Learn from the past”

The Moffatt-Ladd has been telling a story since 1763. It is our charge to listen, to learn, to
interpret, and to teach openly and honestly using all the information that history chooses to share.
That is what allows us to tell the whole story.
Respectfully
Paige Trace, President
NSCDA-NH

