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Parlor Project Underway
The Parlor Project is
in progress! Kate
Shattuck is painting
the woodwork
according to the paint
analysis, and all the
members of the
committee have been
actively studying and
researching the process. As the picture above shows,
we are removing layers of paint that obscure some of
carved details, but are leaving the full paint sequence in
most areas. Evidence of previous curtain hardware and
wall hooks is being meticulously located and recorded.
The red flocked wallpaper will be ready for installation
in 2018. If you have not received our special brochure
on the project, and would like one, or have any
questions about the project, please contact the office at
moffattladd@gmail.com, follow us on Facebook and
Instagram, or call us at 603-430-7968.

Harvesting History Oct. 23
Our first Harvesting
History event
featured more than
26 exhibitors and
presenters who filled
the House and
grounds to share
information with
visitors covering
topics as diverse as
18th- and early 19th-century shoes, Fort William & Mary
in the 18th century, hearth cooking, pigeon keeping,
raptor rescue, and jewelry making. Chef Evan Mallett
of the Black Trumpet demonstrated pickling (below),
and there were games for the kids, and a photo stand-up
made by Fred
Engelbach and
decorated by
guide Gloria
Bonito. Katie
O’Brien (guide
and UNH intern)
designed games
for kids and
made a terrific
photo booth
(above) big enough to accommodate a whole family.
UNH intern Jeremy Kassel helped office assistant
Kristin Goodwillie, Events Coordinator Marsha
Gmyrek, and Programs Coordinator and Curatorial
Assistant Stephanie Hewson reach out to local
businesses and organizations to be exhibitors and
presenters. Food vendors Blue Mermaid, Chill
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Catering, and Clyde’s Cupcakes made the day even
more festive! Many thanks to our sponsors and
volunteers.

Exploring Slavery Program
In August we held our first three-day workshop for 25
teachers and museum educators on our “Exploring the
Issue of Slavery in the Era of the American Revolution”
program.
Participants
experienced a
full-immersion
day at the
museum,
followed by two
days of lectures
and discussions
and tours on the
Atlantic Slave
Trade, Slavery in New England, Portsmouth’s African
Burying Ground, and having conversations on difficult
issues in the classroom. One of the highlights was the
panel of students from Portsmouth High School (above).
The students said that their favorite part of the program
was being in the House, in the very spaces where
conversations took place about liberty, freedom, and the
Revolutionary cause.
In October, Jenny Belmont-Earl, Keith Mascoll,
Barbara Ward, and Jayne Gordon presented a workshop
at the New England Museum Association Conference
high-lighting our program and approach.
We are now working
with students in a scriptwriting class at the
Cocheco Academy for
the Arts in Dover
(right). The students
will perform their play
at a spring competition,
and hope to eventually
partner with us to take it
to area Middle Schools.

Counting
House

Challenges
Maintenance is always a
challenge at an historic
property. The painting
of the Counting House
was completed, with
only a few rotted
clapboards to replace.
However, when the

clapboards were removed, we found that the North wall
suffered from powder-post beetle and carpenter-ant
damage. Keith Trefethen, our preservation contractor
has now removed the clapboarding and sheathing to
expose the affected areas. The entire building will be
treated to prevent further insect damage.

Kitchen Discovery
Maintenance needs provide the opportunity to learn
more about the history of the
House and its outbuildings.
Cracks in the plaster, and
peeling paint, placed the
Kitchen on the list of
maintenance needs for 2017.
John Thompson repaired the
west wall, and then turned to
the peeling ceiling. We were
delighted when we found
evidence (confirmed by
Brian Powell of Building
Conservation Associates)
that the ceiling had originally
been painted a yellow ochre
similar to the walls. English
advice books recommended painting ceilings darker
colors to mask soot, and we found the practice in
Portsmouth!

Furniture Masters & Students
We always learn a lot when artisans examine our
collections. In May we were delighted to welcome
professors and students from the North Bennett Street
School for an extensive look at our furniture. In July,
the NH Furniture Masters were back for a special
evening event “Inspiration, Design, Technique:
Revealing Masterpieces.” Masters greeted visitors in
the House and offered their thoughts on their favorite
pieces of furniture in our collection. At a reception in
the Warehouse, each of the Masters unveiled one of
their works and talked about the inspiration for, and
execution of, their designs. Special thanks to our
sponsors Beth and Chuck Goss, and Cambridge Trust
for making the event possible.

Community Resource
One of our primary goals in restoring and rehabilitating
the Warehouse was to be a community resource. This
has worked
out very well!
In April we
conducted a
training
session for
Strawbery
Banke staff
on interpreting
African and African-American history in house
museums (above), and
we were the venue for
Colwen Hotels’ staff
CPR and safety
training. We held two
Girl Scouts overnights
again in 2017, with
both being oversubscribed! In August
we hosted a lecture
with the Piscataqua Maritime Commission. September
brought the return of the
Maritime Folk Festival and at
the end of the month we
joined with the NH
Preservation Alliance and the
Portsmouth Advocates on a
Window Restoration
workshop. And, this marked
the 9th year the NH Film
Festival has utilized our
Warehouse as a screening venue!

Children’s Day

Although the forecast called for rain, Sunday, May 7,
turned out to be sunny and warm. The four-hour event
attracted 1,800 visitors for a variety of pirate-themed
activities and games, and tours of the first floor of the
House. The Hilton Garden Inn co-hosted with us,
providing funding for craft activities including bandana

and flag
making.
Special thanks
to Marshall
Event and
Tent Rental
for donating
the use of a
tent to ensure
that we were
able to offer
all of the usual
“stations” on our treasure hunt! Thank you to the staff
for all the extra effort it takes to put on the event, and to
the many terrific volunteers who made it possible.

participants at our first cleaning workshop on April 24.
Barbara Ward introduced the session, and Ellisa
Arbogast, one of our guides and an interpreter at
Historic New England, talked about proper dusting
techniques. Sherry Cullimore discussed cleaning
ceramics, glass, and metal, and Barbara Engelbach
demonstrated how to properly vacuum textiles. When
the presentations were over, everyone got to work! The
timing was perfect, because the Kitchen had just been
cleared out so that the ceiling could be painted. It was a
great day for staff and NSCDA-NH members to work
together. Our UNH intern, Katie O’Brien produced a
terrific take-away with lots of useful information for
taking care of objects at home with commercially
available products.

Twilight Tour

August Garden Party

On Friday, August 11, 2017, member sites of the
Portsmouth Historic Sites Associates opened their doors
for Twilight Tour. The theme was dining again
this year,
and we had
wonderful
displays by
Sherry
Cullimore
and
Meredith
Harding in
several
rooms of
the house,
including the Dining Room with a table set for dinner
and a mannequin wearing an amazing floral dress. This
year the special evening occurred during NH Antiques
Week, and all the participating sites were very
impressed by the high level of interest in the houses.
Many people were so interested that they returned to
take the full tour.

Cleaning Day
Cleaning a museum house requires specialized
knowledge, a little training in object handling, and a
sense of humor. All were conveyed to twenty-two

We had a gorgeous
evening for this year’s
Garden Party and Silent
Auction expertly
organized by Joan Rice
and her committee.
More than one hundred
guests enjoyed our
gorgeous garden while
partaking of savory
offerings donated by a
variety of local restaurants. Inside the house
nearly fifty auction items
donated by individuals
and businesses were on
display. The Overtones entertained guests in the
Garden, and
violinist Joe Nylan
filled the House
with music.
Because of the
generosity of
donors, sponsors,
and our wonderful
guests, we raised
more than $7,000
toward the Parlor
Restoration Project.

Wreaths and Trees 2016
We hope that
everyone enjoyed
the extensive
photo album
from last year’s
Celebration of
Wreaths and
Trees posted on
our Facebook
page by
Stephanie
Hewson. We
expanded
significantly in 2016, with ninety-nine trees, wreaths,
and displays in the House,
Garden, Warehouse, and
Counting House. The
perpetual motion machine
“tree” from Green Penguin
Landscaping (left) was a
special favorite, receiving
more votes than any other
display. Admission
donations and sponsorships
helped us raise more than
$4,000 for our educational
programs through this
event. Please plan to join us November 16-18, 2018,
for our third
celebration.
Our plan is to
alternate
Wreaths and
Trees in even
years, with
Harvesting
History in
odd years.

Serve with Liberty
For five days in
early May, we had
the distinct honor of
welcoming six
volunteers each day
from Liberty
Mutual Insurance
who helped with
garden cleanup,
preparations for
Children’s Day, small repairs, painting benches and
fences, and performing all of the many tasks needed to

get the House and Garden ready for the season. Thank
you so much to these 30 volunteers for their
contribution to the House, and to our community.

A Special Thank You
As the holiday season
approaches we would
like to thank all of the
wonderful sponsors who
have made all of the
events featured in this
newsletter possible:
Marshall Tent and Event
Rental, Deeridge Trust,
Northland Forest
Products, Tate & Foss
Sotheby’s International
Realty, Hilton Garden
Inn, Bean Group Realty,
Aland Realty, Eport
Wood Products, TD
Bank, Piscataqua Savings
Bank, Cambridge Trust, 100 Club, Treehouse Toys,
Sheraton Harborside Hotel, Residence Inn and Harbor
Events, Hampton Inn Downtown, DTC Lawyers,
Ramblers Way, York Insurance, Hunkins Real Estate,
Granite State Minerals, Springer’s Jewelers, and Accent
on Kitchens. We have had so many wonderful in-kind
donors that it is impossible to mention everyone. More
than 50 businesses donated raffle prizes and silent
auction items. Refreshments at our events have been
donated by Chill Catering/Roundabout Diner, the Oar
House, Atlantic Grill, Martingale Wharf, Rudi’s
Portsmouth, Beach Pea Baking, Flatbread Company,
and Portsmouth Harbor
Events, Market Basket,
Hannaford’s, Shaw’s,
and Target. In the last
year we have had more
than 90 faithful
volunteers from The
National Society of
The Colonial Dames of
America in the State of
NH, and the larger
community, including
more than 20
Portsmouth High
School students, and our staff and their families. We
couldn’t do it without you!
Text and design by Barbara M. Ward
Photos by Jennifer Belmont-Earl, Marsha Gmyrek,
Stephanie Hewson, and Barbara Ward
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